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From our Pastor... Deacon Joseph Ganser is Ordained

BY ANN CULLIMORE

In a rich and moving ceremony, 
Deacon Joseph Ganser took his vows 
to the priesthood on June 1, 2013 at the 
Cathedral; Bishop John Barres was the 
ordaining prelate. 
During the rite of ordination, Ganser 
knelt before Bishop Barres and vowed 
to obey him and his successors. Ganser 
then prostrated himself before the altar, 
as a sign of his submission before God, 
during the Litany of Saints.
After the prostration, Ganser knelt 
before the Bishop again for the Laying 
on of Hands. This gesture, together 
with the Prayer of Consecration, is the 
outward sign of the ordination to the 
order of priests. The rite continued 
with the Prayer of Consecration and the 
Investiture with Stole and Chasuble, and 
then the performing of the Anointing of 
Hands with sacred chrism.
The ordination concluded with Bishop 
Barres and priests welcoming Fr. 
Ganser into the presbyteral order with a 
fraternal kiss of peace.
Ganser began his studies in fall 2006 
at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary in 
Philadelphia and attained a Master of 
Divinity degree in 2011. He completed 
a Master of Arts degree in systematic 
theology in May. He also graduated from 
Muhlenberg College in Allentown with a 
double major in chemistry and Spanish. 
A 2002 graduate of Kutztown High 
School, Ganser and his parents (Gayle 
and Steven Ganser, attended St. Mary’s 
Parish, Kutztown.
He was ordained a transitional deacon 
in September 2012 and spent the 
year ministering and preaching at the 
Cathedral. 

“It was a wonderful privilege to have  
him at the Cathedral as a deacon.  
Many people enjoyed his homilies. 
I know from his present pastor in 
Bethlehem that he is doing a fine job  
as a priest,” Msgr. Andrew Baker said.  
“I pray he will continue to grow as a  
very holy and zealous priest.” 
Ganser was appointed assistant pastor  
at Holy Infancy Parish in Bethlehem, 
where he served as a seminarian. “I am 
thrilled to be going back to continue my 
work within a community that I loved,” 
Ganser said. 
The Cathedral parish sends their best 
wishes to Fr. Ganser for his continued 
success in the priesthood.

Dear Parishioners,
On July 19th a new cross was 
installed atop the church steeple. 
The previous one came down in 
three pieces during hurricane Sandy 
and we had a new, stainless steel one 
put in its place. It shines out over the 
west end of Allentown as a beacon 
to the grace of redemption wrought 
by Christ on Calvary and as a sign of 
religious freedom for all.  
As you can see from this newsletter, 
many are active in our parish  
living the charity that Christ  
teaches us and many turn to our 
parish as a spiritual home where 
they can worship God and practice 
their Catholic faith. We should 
always keep in mind that it is the 
special privilege and duty of the  
lay faithful to bring the cross of 
Christ – to bring their faith in him – 
into the world. 
In a very real sense, each of us  
must become like the cross on the 
steeple. Each of us should reflect the 
grace of Christ and be a living sign 
of his presence so that all can see  
the light of our lives and give praise 
to the Father. 
Enjoy this edition of Cathedral 
Vision and may God bless you and 
your loved ones!
In Christ,
                 

You can find pictures of the cross and  
the installation process on Msgr. Baker’s  
July 22nd and July 28th blogs: 
http://dooroffaith-baker.blogspot.
com/2013/07/in-hoc-signo-vinces.html 
http://dooroffaith-baker.blogspot.
com/2013/07/pastors-corner-july-28-2013.
html
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Saint Catherine’s Caretakers
BY KARA SORRENTINO

I am sure you have all heard the 
expression “stop and smell the roses”. 
These words remind us to take the time 
to enjoy what is around us. With the 
help of a few dedicated people, there is 
much to appreciate on our way to and 
from church.
A few years ago, while planting 
flowers by the school wall, parishioner 
Constance Karg noticed that the 
maintenance team was very busy with 
preparing for the merger of Cathedral 
School with St. Paul and St. Francis 
schools, leaving them little time for 
the outside grounds. She then initiated 
a group of volunteers to care for the 
grounds on a regular basis. These 
volunteers became known as Saint 
Catherine’s Caretakers. 
Marge Brogan and Theresa Viti 
regularly work very hard, doing 
everything from edging the property, 
pulling weeds and watering plants, to 

raking the many leaves  
that fall on the property  
surrounding the church  
and the school as well as all parking lots.  
It is a commitment they keep, working  
for many months out of each year.
Mary Hazboun is another major 
contributor of her time and talent when 
it comes to gardening. For the past 13 
years, she has worked diligently on the 
grotto that rests on the once lonesome 
corner of the Cathedral’s property. Mary 
stepped in to honor our Blessed Mother 
with adornments of flowers and shrubs, 
making our grotto a glorious retreat for 
one to sit in quiet prayer and reflection. 
For the last several years Mary has also 
tended the St. Therese Garden, located 
in the rectory’s private yard where the 
priests can enjoy its splendor.
Josephine Maziotti has the gift of  
arranging plants in such a welcoming 
way that it is hard not to notice the pots 

she fills by the  
front doors of the church.  
Josephine is helping Mary in the grotto 
with an updating transformation, and 
tends other areas of the grounds as well.
Anyone that owns a house or other 
property understands the commitment 
in caring for it. Saint Catherine’s 
Caretakers give their time and talent 
as volunteers to praise our Lord and 
give a gift to our senses. Over the years 
Mary, Constance, Josephine, Marge 
and Theresa have donated time and 
talent to honor God by showing us 
what is possible with the goodness He 
gives us in the way of nature. If you are 
interested in helping tend the grounds 
and becoming part of Saint Catherine’s 
Caretakers, please contact Lee Solt 
through the rectory. 

Parish Picnic a Success
BY CHARLES GERGITS 

About 150 people turned out for the latest parish picnic on August 
8. We enjoyed a day of clear skies and abundant sunshine, plenty of 
food—hot dogs, hamburgers, and plenty of contributed side dishes—
and boisterous outdoor games.
Thanks to the beautiful weather, we played the first-ever wiffle ball 
game in the history of the event. And afternoon footballer Msgr. 
Baker was dubbed “the fastest pastor” after he left his youthful 
pursuers in the dust and scored a touchdown.
The Knights of Columbus also recognized Richard “Dick” Reider as 
“Knight of the Year,” and presented a pair of $200 checks to Anthony 
Solt and Daniel D’Agostino, in support of their Troop 74 Eagle Scout 
projects.
As you may know, Anthony procured enclosed wooden bulletin 
boards at the church’s inside entrances, and a weatherproof enclosed 
aluminum bulletin board for outside the rectory. Daniel’s project 
involved the remodeling of room 102 in the main school building, for 
use as a classroom in the school’s new full-day preschool program.
We’re already making plans for a bigger and better event nest year!


