The Cathedral Church of
Saint Catharine of Siena
1825 West Turner Street,
Allentown, Pennsylvania 18104
CATHEDRAL PARISH VISION STATEMENT
To be a place where the faithful can gather together for the Sunday celebration of
the Eucharist, to teach Christ’s saving doctrine, and to practice the charity of the
Lord in good works and brotherly love.
(cf. CCC, 2179)

PHONE NUMBERS
Cathedral Rectory: 610-433-6461 • Cathedral Fax: 610-433-5452
Finance Office 610-821-8229
St. John Vianney Regional School: 610-435-8981
Religious Ed. Office: 610-432-7655
Hospital & Homebound (Day): 610-433-6461
Auditorium: 610-434-4607
SAFE ENVIRONMENTS
DIOCESAN VICTIM ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR:
Ms. Wendy S. Krisak, M.A., NCC, LPC
Direct Telephone: (800) 791-9209
DIOCESAN SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR:
Sister Meg Cole, S.S.J., M.S., LMFT
Telephone: (610) 332-0442, Ext. 2019
EMAILS
onlinegiving@cathedral-church.org (Mrs. Sue Bartos)
cathcash@cathedral-church.org (Mrs. Sue Bartos)
bevmcdevitt@msn.com (Beverly McDevitt)
secretary@cathedral-church.org (Miss Jeanne Treadwell)

Rev. Msgr. Francis P. Schoenauer, M.Div., Rector
Rev. Kevin M. Lonergan, M.Div., M.A., Parochial Vicar
Rev. Achilles Ayaton, in Residence
Mr. Ricardo Ceballos, Permanent Deacon
Mr. William R. Hassler, Permanent Deacon
Mr. Robert H. Snyder, Permanent Deacon
Mrs. Joy Baron, Director of Religious Education
Dr. Emily Kleintop, School Principal
Mr. Larry J. Reiser, Financial Secretary
Beverly McDevitt, Director of Music
Mrs. Sue Bartos, Census, Online Giving, Cathedral Cash
Miss Jeanne Treadwell, Parish Secretary

@allentowncathedral

Mrs. Cheryl Dano, Administrative Assistant
Use QR code for more info. about our parish.
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PARISH REGISTRATION
Catholics living in the Cathedral Church parish boundaries should be registered in the parish. Registration is required for the administration of the Sacraments,
attendance at St. John Vianney Regional School and the Cathedral PREP program, and for the issuance of certificates for Baptism and Confirmation. Please call
the rectory office to make an appointment with one of the priests to register in the parish.
Drop-in registrations will not be taken.

Sacrificial Giving—
Upcoming Collections
Sunday, December 17 – One Collection
Regular Sunday Offering / Debt
Reduction
Sunday, December 24 – One Collection
Regular Sunday Offering / Fuel
Offering
Monday, December 25 – One Collection
Christmas Offering
Sunday, December 31 – One Collection
Regular Sunday Offering
Monday, January 1 – One Collection
Solemnity of Mary

STEWARDSHIP BOX—Sacrificial Giving
December 8
Immaculate Conception: $2,799.00
December 9/10, 2017
Stewardship: $18,887.50 Children: $44.00
Retired Religious: $2,214.00 Envelopes: 513
If you have signed up for Online Giving and
would like your envelopes discontinued,
please email Sue Bartos at
onlinegiving@cathedral-church.org.

MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday: 8:00 AM; Evening: 4:15 PM
Sundays: 7:30, 9:00,
10:30 AM & 12:00 Noon
Weekdays: Monday - Friday:
6:30 & 8:00 AM
Holydays: Consult Bulletin
Assistive Listening Devices are available
for those with hearing impairments.
Please see an usher for assistance.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Weekdays: 15 minutes before each Mass
Saturdays: 3:15 - 4:00 PM
Holydays: Consult Bulletin
Before Sunday Masses in Lent & Advent
MARRIAGE
Engaged couples should meet with their parish priest
as soon as they become engaged. The diocesan
marriage preparation program should be completed
at least six months prior to the wedding date.
Weddings are at 11 AM and 1:30 PM on Saturdays.
BAPTISMS
First Sunday of every month. Preparatory class on
the second Thursday of the month. Please call
the parish secretary to register for the class.

VICTIM ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR
The Diocese of Allentown provides assistance to anyone, who as a minor, was sexually abused by a priest, deacon, or employee/volunteer of
the Diocese/Parish. Parents, guardians, children, and survivors of sexual abuse are invited and encouraged to contact the Diocese of
Allentown for more information about this program. The fullness of compassion should be extended to these victims by the Church.
Victim Assistance Coordinator Direct Telephone Number (800) 791-9209.
To learn more about the Diocese of Allentown’s Youth Protection Programs, Sexual Abuse Policy, and Code of Conduct, please visit
www.allentowndiocese.org and click on “Youth Protection” in the upper right hand corner of the page.
0226 -St. Catharine of Siena - Page 2

December 17, 2017

The Pastor’s Corner
Why do we read so much from the prophet Isaiah
during Advent and Christmas?
BY FR. JOE SCOTT

The Catholic theologian Gerald O’Collins, S.J., has called the writings of the prophet Isaiah “the fifth
gospel.” By this he means that so many of the themes of the gospels, enfleshed in their portrayal of Jesus,
have their scriptural beginnings in Isaiah. Isaiah’s connection to the story of Jesus seems particularly
strong in the Advent and Christmas seasons. Even the prophet’s name — Isaiah means “Yahweh saves” —
foretells the Christmas story.
The book of Isaiah is one of the longest books in the Old Testament and the writings within it were
composed over a period of so many years that most scholars believe there were at least three “prophet
Isaiahs.” That is, prophets who lived long after the original Isaiah attached themselves to his name and
style because of his importance and effectiveness as a conveyer of God’s message. For that reason the
portions of the book of Isaiah between chapters 40 and 55 are often called “Deutero” or second Isaiah, and
the chapters from 56 to 66 are called “Trito” or third Isaiah.
During the time of Jesus, nearly 800 years after the prophet’s own life and death, the words of Isaiah
continued to be read prominently in the synagogue. Jesus probably heard more about what Isaiah had to
say than about any other prophet. In the gospel of Luke, Jesus begins his ministry by reading a passage
from the prophet Isaiah and applying the message to his own ministry (Luke 4:16-21).
In the earlier chapters of Isaiah, the prophet gives us quite a bit of information about himself. His father’s
name was Amos and he was a lifelong resident of the city of Jerusalem. His concerns are those of the city,
the king, and the Temple. Isaiah was called to prophetic service in the year King Uzziah of Judah died,
which would have been around 742 B.C. He appears to have been around 18 years old at the time. He was
married to a woman who was herself a prophetess (there were many more men and women prophets in
those times than those whose writings have survived in Scripture). He had two sons. Isaiah preached at a
critical time in the history of the Jewish people. The original nation of Israel had divided into two, Israel to
the North and Judah to the South. Each had its own king, and they were constantly in conflict with each
other and with larger, more powerful nations. Isaiah tried to advise three successive kings of Judah
(Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah) who sometimes accepted his counsel but more often ignored him to follow
their own priorities. Isaiah disappeared from the scene sometime around 701 B.C.
The writings of Isaiah are distinguished among the Old Testament writings for their extraordinary literary
quality. Isaiah was a poet who used vivid and powerful images and symbols to convey his message. He
manages to preach even uncomfortable messages in a style that makes them possible to digest.
Isaiah’s writings are prominent in the liturgies of Christmas for these reasons:
1. He is a prophet of hope and new beginnings. In particular, he speaks of the birth of a new king who will
be a “Wonderful Counselor” and “Prince of Peace.” Isaiah’s own prophetic eye may have looked no further
than the birth of Ahaz’s son Hezekiah, who did turn out to be one of the better (though by no means
perfect) kings of Judah. But Christians have seen in his words a foretelling of the birth of Jesus.
2. He is a prophet of the compassion of God. Isaiah’s God is a God of mercy, comfort and consolation,
much like the Father of whom Jesus spoke.
3. Isaiah was the first to articulate that the God of the Jews is also the God of all people. God’s mercy was
to reach beyond the boundaries of Jerusalem and Judah to extend to all peoples in every corner of the
earth. Jesus, who brought the gospel to Jew and Gentile alike, very consciously exercised his ministry in
the spirit of Isaiah.
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Intentions December 17 - 23

Candles
Sanctuary Lamp:
For The Intentions Of: Huong Tran, Living
By: Thien Tran
Sacred Heart of Jesus:
In Memory Of:
Of: Joseph Mazzini
By: Richard & Marie Mazzini
Our Lady of the Rosary:
In Memory Of: Albert Janoviak
By: Janoviak Family
Saint Catharine of Siena:
For The Intentions Of:
By:

Prayers for the Sick
Let us continue to pray for those who are sick in our
parish community: Kara Sorrentino, Paul Wasser, Ellen
Fairchild, Marie Haberern, Rich B., Mary Hildebeidel,
Joanne Geist, and Christopher J. Stephens Sr. , Diane
M., David H., George S., Linda Worsham, Judy P., Jane
W., and Joel Rivera.
In order to keep the list current, names are
removed after three months. Please let us
know when your loved one is better or if they
need to remain on the list longer. Thank you.

Prayer for our Priests
17 – Msgr. Anthony Wassel
18 – Father Joseph Whalen
19 – Father Robert Wiesenbaugh
20 – Religious priests
21 – Father George Williams
22 – Father George Winne
23 – Father Robert Yankevitch

Holy Father’s December Prayer Intention:
That the elderly, sustained by families and Christian
communities, may apply their wisdom and
experience to spreading the faith and forming the
new generations.

Masses
Sunday, December 17, 2017; Third Sunday of Advent
Is 6:1-2, 10-11 / 1 Thes 5:16-24 / Jn 1:6-8, 19-28
4:15 PM
Lois Brezina
(Vigil)
7:30
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hayick
9:00
The People of the Parish
10:30
Julie Haggerty
12:00 Noon Albert DiSandro
Monday, December 18, 2017; Late Advent Weekday
Jer 23:5-8 / Mt 1:18-25
6:30
Anna & Robert Cope
8:00
Donald McNulty
Tuesday, December 19, 2017; Late Advent Weekday
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25 / Lk 1:5-25
6:30
Vincent Giordana
8:00
Frank Bok, Sr.
Wednesday, December 20, 2017; Late Advent Weekday
Is 7:10-14 / Lk 1:26-38
6:30
Agnes Barr
8:00
Joseph A. Bova
Thursday, December 21, 2017; Late Advent Weekday; Saint
Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18 / Lk 1:39-45
6:30
Maryava W. Hobin
8:00
Gene & Maria Riepensell
Friday, December 22, 2017; Late Advent Weekday
1 Sm 1:24-28 / Lk 1:46-56
6:30
Regina Morenci
8:00
Irene Madea
9:00
Claire Stribula
(School Mass)
Saturday, December 23, 2017; Late Advent Weekday; Saint
John of Kanty, Priest
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24 / Lk 1:57-66
8:00
Grace M. Gallagher
Sunday, December 24, 2017; Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16 / Rom 16:25-27 / Lk 1:26-38
4:15 PM
Ron Krainsk (Sunday Mass Vigil on Saturday)
8:00
The People of the Parish
10:00
June and Bob Conner
Monday, December 25, 2017; The Nativity of the Lord;
Christmas
Christmas Mass Vigils on Sunday
4:15 PM CHURCH Intentions of the Celebrant
4:15 PM PAC
Intentions of the Celebrant
6:00 PM CHURCH Intentions of the Celebrant
10:30 PM CHURCH Intentions of the Celebrant
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Pray for Vocations
“In the life of the body a man is sometimes sick, and unless he takes medicine, he will die. Even so in the spiritual life a man is sick
on account of sin. For that reason he needs medicine so that he may be restored to health; and this grace is bestowed in the
Sacrament of Penance.” -St. Thomas Aquinas

Our Advent Penance Service will be held this Monday, December 18th at 7:00 PM.
During the Season of Advent parishioners will have the opportunity to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation before ALL of the
weekend Masses on Saturday AND Sunday. It is our hope that the parishioners of the Cathedral will use this as an opportunity to
better prepare themselves for the coming of Christ at Christmas.

Prepare “room” “inn” your heart for Him.
CALLING ALL SHEEP, DONKEYS, ANGELS, & SHEPHERDS
It is a tradition of the Cathedral Church to have the children of the parish re-enact the story of the
birth of Jesus during the 6 p.m. Children’s Mass on Christmas Eve. Any child in the Cathedral
Parish who is in Kindergarten up to and including 4th grade is invited and welcomed to
participate. There will be three practices held so that all of the children are comfortable with their
parts and know what to do.
Our Last practice is today Sunday, December 17th at 1:00 PM
The practices are held in the Cathedral Church and last only one hour. (Dress warmly the Cathedral Church is usually
cold). Looking forward to seeing all of the sheep, donkeys, angels, and shepherds. If you have questions please contact
Tiffany Haller at 484-547-9558. Thank you.

The Fourth Sunday of Advent is
December 24th, Christmas Eve.
Your Sunday Mass Obligation must be fulfilled
on December 23rd (Saturday Vigil) or Sunday morning.
Mass after 4 PM on Christmas Eve is
for the Christmas Obligation and
does not fulfill the Sunday obligation.

Cedarbrook Mass
Mass will be celebrated for the residents of
Cedarbrook on December 19th at 2:00 pm.
Volunteers are needed to escort the residents.
Please meet at 1:30 in the auditorium if you are
willing to help. Questions? Call Mary Kovacs @
610-437-5933 or email thekovacs4@aol.com or
Julie Weir 610-398-6242.

Our next soup kitchen date will be Saturday December 23. To make this meal special for the
holidays, the Woman's Alliance is providing pizza and salad as the meal, as suggested by the
soup kitchen. Thank you to Jerry Coppola of The Crust on Emmaus Ave in Allentown for
providing pizza at a discounted rate and making it possible for us to provide such a treat. In
lieu of casseroles, we are looking for Christmas cookies to serve for dessert. If you are willing
to bake a batch please contact Heather Schweizer at 610-442-0194.
Also, if you would like to make a monetary donation to offset the cost of the meal it can be sent to:
Cathedral Church Attn: Woman’s Alliance 1825 W Turner St, Allentown, PA 18104
Thank you to everyone
who volunteers and bakes for the soup kitchen. Without you this ministry would not be possible.

Deepen your relationship with the third person of the Blessed Trinity and
awaken the gifts of the Holy Spirit in your life during the Life in the Spirit
Seminar at Cathedral of St. Catharine of Siena starting Wednesday January
24, 2018. For more information and to register contact Jeff Kriebel 610-217
-1739 or email lifeinthespirtad@gmail.com

Fight all error, but do it with
good humor, patience, kindness,
and love. Harshness will damage
your own soul and spoil the best
cause.
~ St. John Kanty
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NEWS from THE CENTER FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
December 16/17, 2017
DECEMBER
17 PREP Mass – 9:00AM (Grade 6 reading) followed by
Classes
24 NO Classes – Christmas Eve –
Happy and Blessed Christmas!
31 NO Classes - Happy New Year!
JANUARY 2018
7 Classes
*Confirmation Candidates – Bishop Letters due TODAY
14 PREP Mass – 9:00AM (Grade 5 reading) followed by
Classes
*Confirmation Interviews begin

Advent 101 from the Prayer and Worship Committee
Today we celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent known as “Gaudete
Sunday”. The Latin word “Gaudete” means “rejoice”. Its name is taken from
the entrance antiphon of today’s Mass: Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I
say, rejoice. Indeed the Lord is near. This beautiful antiphon is from St.
Paul’s letter to the Phillipians, Chapter 4, verses 4-5.
One might question why is there an emphasis on rejoicing at this point
in Advent. Advent is the season of preparing for the arrival of the Lord Jesus
(both His first coming and His second coming) - - and at this point we
hopefully through prayer, faith and good works have already done so - - we
are most of the way through this holy season. At this midpoint, we see the
goal of the season approaching: “Indeed the Lord is near.”
As you can see today, we light the rose-colored candle on the Advent
wreath and the priest wears the rose-colored vestments that represent great
joy. Wearing the rose vestments is a time-honored tradition at the Cathedral
and helps us stay focused on the true meaning of the season—the joy that
should be in our hearts on what the birth of the Savior means to us. And of
course, for our salvation!

“I’ll be home for Christmas.” This sentiment
expresses what is in the hearts and minds of many
people at Christmas. I wish to express an
invitation and assure anyone who comes to the
Cathedral that you are welcome. Our doors and
hearts are open. I hope that all of you will extend
this welcome to those who may have drifted away.
Christmas is a great time to come home.

2017 Contribution
Statements
To have any donations
credited on 2017
contribution statements,
checks must be received
no later than
December 31, 2017.

Religious give thanks.
A religious sister writes,
“When we see the generous
response of so many
thousands of persons in order
to help us, religious men and
wo me n , we a re le f t
speechless.” Senior sisters,
brothers, and religious order
priests across the country
send heartfelt thanks and
prayers for your donation to
last week’s Retirement Fund
for Religious Collection.

Job Opportunity
The Cathedral rectory is
looking for adult men
(age 18 and older)
to work in the office.
The position is on
weeknights from 5-10 p.m.
Currently, we need someone
on Tuesday evenings,
but can be flexible depending
on applicant’s schedule.
Duties involve
answering the phone,
granting access to the
office and meeting rooms,
and securing the various
buildings of the Cathedral
campus at the end
of the evening.
There will be a stipend for
your hours of service.
If interested, please contact
Cheryl Dano in the rectory
office (610-433-6461).
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www.StJohnVianneySchool.org
(610) 435-8981
**********************************************************************************************************
At St. John Vianney Regional School, our students truly Keep Christ in Christmas. During the Advent season, all students will meet
with their Prayer Partners in other grades to pray, sing, and make crafts for local nursing home residents and family
members. Some classes will visit the nursing home to sing carols with residents. All students have collected can goods to donate
to the local Food Bank. Students will also come together for Christmas Book Bingo in December. The SJV Band will perform their
Christmas Band Concert for fellow students and parents, and the SJV Christmas Concert will feature the entire school singing
hymns prior to dismissal for Christmas break truly prepare everyone's hearts for Christ the King. It is truly beautiful to walk
through the halls of St. John Vianney and hear students praying and singing and planning acts of kindness that truly reflect the
Christmas spirit. Thank you for supporting our special school and ensuring our students the opportunity to learn the real meaning
of Christmas. Please join us for a school mass during Advent to celebrate with us!

I’ll be home for
Christmas
Message from Bishop
Alfred A. Schlert
“I warmly welcome all
Catholics ‘home for
Christmas.’ No matter how
long since your last visit,
your spiritual home awaits
you ready and waiting to
welcome you home! I
invite all my brother
priests, deacons, religious,
and practicing Catholics,
through their example of
holiness, perseverance, and
joy, to be a source of
encouragement to their
brothers and sisters away
from their spiritual home,
and to invite one inactive
Catholic back home for
Christmas. Please know of
my prayers for a blessed
and Merry Christmas to
you and your families!” Bishop Alfred A. Schlert
0226 -St. Catharine of Siena - Page 7

Pray for Vocations
Did you know that you can re-direct your state taxes to
fund a need-based scholarship for a student in any of our
Diocesan Schools instead of sending your money to
Harrisburg?
Anyone who pays PA state income tax and qualifies as an Accredited
Investor is eligible. This is defined as having individual income of $200,000
or $300,000 of joint income in each of the two most recent years, or a net
worth of $1,000,000 excluding your primary residence.
For more information call the Office of Education at 610-866-0581, ext.
2328.
Culture of Encounter: Family Holy Hours
The Office of Youth, Young Adult, and Family Ministry is
partnering with twelve parishes in each deanery to offer a
monthly Eucharistic holy hour specifically for families from
November 2017 through October 2018. Bring your whole
family to encounter Christ! Stay for a few minutes or for the
whole hour. Babies, toddlers, children, teens, young adults,
and adults are all welcome! Prayer resources will be
provided for both children and adults in English and
Spanish. Some Holy Hours will provide an opportunity for
silent prayer, while others will have planned prayer
services. Holy Hours at parishes with a large Hispanic
population will be bilingual. Pick up a postcard at the parish
for the schedule, or visit www.allentowndiocese.org/
encounter.
To sign up for text message reminders, text your Deanery’s
code to 81010: @BerksFHH, @LehighFHH, @NorthFHH,

Saint Catharine of Siena Pro-Life Group
Saint Catharine of Siena is starting a Pro-Life
Group in the parish to work with our Knights of
Columbus and other Pro-Life Groups for the
protection of the unborn and to raise awareness
within the parish of Pro-Life issues. Respect for the
dignity of all life from conception to natural death
is one of the central issues in our society today. All
parishioners 16 years old and older are encouraged
to join. Please call Deacon Snyder at 484-538–
3105 with any questions.
“America you are beautiful . . . and blessed . . . . The ultimate test of your
greatness is the way you treat every human being, but especially the
weakest and most defenseless. If you want equal justice for all and true
freedom and lasting peace, then America, defend life.” – Pope John Paul II
The Knights of Columbus
Cathedral Assembly 3298
will be selling Basket of
Cheer tickets in the church
vestibule on the following dates: December 17th,
January 7th & 28th and February 4th. The drawing will
be held on February 10th at our winter social
downstairs in the PAC. Invitation announcements will
be coming out in December.

The Golden Age Club of St. Catharine’s is a group of senior men and women in the parish who gather weekly for
community, friendship and spending time together. We enjoy games, fun, conversation and food during our weekly
meetings. We are seeking new members to be part of our Club. If you would like to make new friends, enjoy the
company of other seniors and just have good time, we would love to have you join us.
For more information and our schedule, please contact Susan Bartholomew at 610-737-9747 or Toni Farnschlader at
610-435-5217.

A Taste of Ireland:
Do you still need a special Christmas present for a loved one (or for yourself)? This is a great gift
to give at any time! Brochures for this trip are available in the vestibule. Contact Monsignor
Schoenauer for more information or questions.
Is your marriage going down the right road . . . or is it a little off track? Life can be difficult, and so can the
challenges you face in marriage.
Does the distance between you seem wide? Are you already separated? Looking for a better way? Retrouvaille can
help and offers hope for a better relationship. Retrouvaille is a peer ministry of volunteer couples that can help you to
learn the tools of healthy communication, build intimacy and heal, just as they have done in their own marriages.
Retrouvaille is Christian-based, and Catholic in origin, but welcomes couples of all faiths as well as non-religious
couples. Retrouvaille can help get your relationship back on track. The next program begins on the weekend of
February 16 at the Family Life Center in Malvern, PA. Additional weekends will be held in April and August. For more
information, or to register for one of our weekends, visit our web site at: www.HelpOurMarriage.com or call 1-800-4702230. All inquiries are kept strictly confidential.
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Cathedral Cash makes great
stocking stuffers

Holiday Bulletin Schedules
Due to our publisher’s deadlines for the Christmas
Holiday bulletins, the deadline has passed for all
announcements and inserts to the rectory office for
December bulletins.

And helps your parish!
Filling Christmas stockings?
Use Cathedral Cash gift cards!

Sunday Mass Schedule for December 24th
Any of these Masses fulfills the Sunday obligation
*************Please note the revised schedule*************
(Saturday) Vigil:
4:15 PM
Sunday:
8 & 10 AM
Christmas Mass Schedule for December 25th
Any of these Masses fulfills the Holy day obligation
(Sunday) Vigil
4:15 PM Masses in Church and PAC
6:00 & 10:30 PM Masses in Church
Monday:
7:30, 9:00, & 10:30 AM
Please note the Christmas Masses do not fulfill the
Sunday obligation and the Sunday Masses do not fulfill
the Christmas Mass obligation.
Sunday Mass Schedule for December 31st
Any of these Masses fulfills the Sunday obligation
(Saturday) Vigil:
4:15 PM
Sunday:
7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon
Solemnity of Mary Schedule for January 1st
Monday:
8:00, & 10:00 AM

The parish buys these cards at a 5% discounted rate and sells
them to you at face value. Cathedral Cash gift cards can make your
shopping easier and you help the parish with a 5% donation, at no
extra cost to you. Use the gift cards for your purchases at the store
or give the gift cards to someone special. As a reminder Cathedral
Cash is sold on Thursdays from 6 PM to 7:30 PM in the rectory and
before and after the weekend Masses in the vestibule of the Church.
Cathedral Cash is now also available during the week, Monday Friday, in the rectory from 9 AM to 4 PM.
There is a surge in orders at this time of year. In order to
accommodate you, and especially if you would like to place a large
order, please email Sue Bartos at SBARTOS@CATHEDRALCHURCH.ORG with any questions regarding the availability of gift
cards for the Christmas shopping season. Make Cathedral Cash
your one stop shopping place for those gift cards that everyone likes
to receive.
Please not sales time changes:
No sales on n Monday December 25th — Tuesday December 26th .&
Monday January 1st.

The Giving Tree 2017

Sales will be from 8 - 11 AM on Sunday December 24th.

We are collecting Christmas gifts for our friends at
the Allentown Soup Kitchen. Today Sunday,
December 17th is the last day we are accepting
donations. We are asking for the following:
Adults – Hats, gloves, scarves & thermal socks
Personal grooming items
Children - Hat and glove sets, fun socks
Baby toys (0-12 months)
Small toys, games, books
Stuffed animals, dolls
Please wrap the gift and be sure to clearly label the
contents, boy or girl, age, etc. (on a firmly attached
tag) and place under the Giving Tree in the Church
vestibule. We cannot accept any donations after
Sunday, December 17th – The gifts must be
delivered to the Soup Kitchen on Monday.

Holy Baptism
Let us welcome Michael Joseph DiLuzio, Jr. into
our parish family. Congratulations to his parents.
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Cathedral Happenings

40 Years of Service/Education
St. John Neumann Regional School (formerly
Sacred Heart School and Assumption B.V.M.
School) in Palmerton and Slatington is
celebrating 40 Years of Service and Education!
Friends, Parents and Alumni, join us January 5th,
2018 for 8:30am Mass with Bishop Schlert at
Sacred Heart Parish in Palmerton with Breakfast
to follow. January 6th from 2pm-4pm an alumni
gathering at our Palmerton Campus. Catch up
with old friends and relive memories!
More info. please RSVP (610) 826-2354 or
sjnrsadvancement@gmail.com.
Check us out on Facebook!

Sunday, December 17
Vestibule
7:15 AM - 1:15 PM - K of C Basket of Cheer Raffle Ticket Sales
Church
9:00 - 10:00 AM - PREP Mass
1:00 - 2:00 PM - Christmas Pageant Practice
Parish Activity Center
9:30 AM - 12:00 PM - PREP
Monday, December 18
Church
7:00 - 9:00 PM - Parish Penance Service
Monsignor Ott Room
10:30 AM - 12:30 PM - K of C Poster Contest Judging
Parish Activity Center
3:00 - 5:00 PM - SJVRS Play Practice
Tuesday, December 19
Bishop Thompson Room
6:30 - 7:30 PM - RCIA
Parish Activity Center
7:00 - 8:30 PM - Boy Scouts Troop 74
Faculty Lounge
6:30 - 8:00 - Girl Scout Ambassadors Troop 6783
Wednesday, December 20
Church
4:00 - 5:00 PM - Staff and Volunteer Christmas Party
Monsignor Ott Room
5:30 - 7:00 PM - Brownie Troop 61088
Parish Activity Center
5:00 - 8:30 PM - Staff and Volunteer Christmas Party
Faculty Lounge
6:00 - 7:30 - Junior Girl Scouts
Thursday, December 21
Music Room
7:00 - 8:00 - Cathedral Choir Practice
Friday, December 22
Saturday, December 23
Sunday, December 24
“He is always with us. Jesus promised this when he gave the
disciples the same mission he gives to each of us: Go. … Walk
with each other. Do not be afraid to embrace God’s gift of life.
Whatever storms or trials we face, we are not alone. He is with
us.”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 2017-18 Respect Life Reflection

It behooves us unanimously and inviolably to observe the
ecclesiastical traditions, whether codified or simply retained
by the customary practice of the Church.
~ Saint Peter Canisius
For Christian Burial, Contact
Resurrection Cemetery 610-395-3819 or
Holy Saviour Cemetery 610-866-2372 ext. 2.
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