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Same-sex Marriage:

Why Not?
Some talking points for conversation

clamor about? Some benefits can be obtained without the

changing of the definition of marriage. For example, joint

property rights, the designation of a proxy to make health

care decisions, and choosing the beneficiary of a will, can be

obtained without marital status. It would be wrong to rede-

fine marriage for the sake of providing benefits to those

who lack the essential qualities of being married.

 The Catholic Church welcomes gays

The term “gay” usually refers to those who identify them-

selves and their lifestyle with homosexual attractions and

who engage in homosexual behavior. How often do we hear

that the Church does not welcome gays?

The Catholic Church welcomes everyone in imitation of

Christ who even ate and drank with sinners. The Church is

the great sacrament of salvation and welcomes all those

who honestly seek salvation won for us by Christ’s Cross.

We are all sinners. But just as Christ called sinners to re-

pentance so does the Church.

If someone means by “welcome” the acceptance of the gay

lifestyle or remaining silent about the immorality of homo-

sexual activity, the Catholic Church clearly welcomes the

sinner but not the sin.

There can never be a separation between our faith and our

life—private or public. We should speak and act on our be-

liefs with a well-formed conscience based on divine revela-

tion and reason. Being a responsible citizen means engag-

ing in the public square and not being afraid to enter into

conversation with those who disagree with us. This is par-

ticularly true today in light of the debate over same-sex

marriage.

 The State has an interest in defending mar-

riage

Marriage is not merely a human institution. God en-

dowed it with a specific nature and purpose. Govern-

ment can regulate marriage in certain ways but it is

not able to redefine God’s design.

Some say that the State should just stay out of regulat-

ing marriage. However, there are social benefits to

being married, such as social security, insurance, and

tax exemptions. Also, marriage between a man and a

woman is likely to result in a family with children. The

family, based on the union of man and woman and

their becoming parents, is the core of society and it

assures the continuation of society with the promise of

future generations of citizens.

The State also has a role in teaching morality. Laws

are pedagogical. They shape thoughts and behavior

about what is permissible and what it not. Giving

marital status to same-sex unions would be giving pub-

lic approval to homosexual activity—a prospect that

seems to be a major motivation for proponents of same-

sex marriage.

 Granting certain rights does not need a re-

definition of marriage

Proponents of same-sex marriage insist that they want

to marry just like anyone else so that they can have

the rights of marriage just like any other married cou-

ple.

First of all, you can’t have the right to something that

does not exist. Same-sex unions cannot be marriage by

definition so we are not denying homosexual couples

the right to marry or any rights associated with mar-

riage. It would be like a man insisting that he had a

right to be a mother and he wanted the rights associ-

ated with motherhood.

But what about those specific marital rights that some
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In the debate over same-sex marriage, Catholics are

sometimes confused or fearful about engaging in

conversation with others about this issue. Here are

some “talking points” that might be helpful tools in

such conversations.

In our conversations with those who support same-

sex marriage it is important that we speak with both

clarity and charity. Above all, we should pray for

them. In doing so we can win many hearts and

minds by our prayerful and loving demeanor in imi-

tation of the meek and gentle heart of Jesus Christ.

 It is not about discrimination

How often do we hear that opposition to same-sex

“marriage” is discrimination against gays? The only

problem is, it’s simply not true. When it comes up in

conversation, we should just respond, “It’s about

definition not discrimination.”

Homosexuals certainly have a right to marry. How-

ever, a man can’t marry a man because that’s not

marriage. Marriage and same-sex unions are essen-

tially different realities. There is a story of Abraham

Lincoln once asking, “If you call a tail a leg, how

many legs does a dog have?” The President answered

that it would have four, because a tail is not a leg,

even if you call it one. Marriage has certain quali-

ties, endowed by the Creator and capable of being

seen by reason alone, which the union of two people

of the same sex can never have.

The Catholic Church emphatically teaches that indi-

viduals and society need to respect the basic human

dignity of everyone, including those with homosexual

attractions. But this debate is not about human dig-

nity and rights. It’s about the definition of marriage.

 It is about the definition of marriage

It is amazing to note that those who promote same-

sex marriage generally avoid defining marriage. Yet,

that is what the controversy is all about.

Marriage can be defined as a covenant founded by the

Creator by which a man and a woman form a faithful and

indissoluble union ordered toward the good of the couple

and the generation and education of children.

We need to ask same-sex marriage proponents, “How do

you define marriage?” Once they begin to try to define mar-

riage, certain qualities are either missing or the definition

is so broad that anything becomes possible. If there is no

definition of marriage, then you have to ask, “Why are

same-sex unions marriage?” “What do you mean when you

say these unions are marriage?”

 Marriage is a unique relationship based on com-

plementary sexes

Marriage is unique because it involves the one-flesh union

of male and female by way of procreative acts of love. Sex-

ual difference makes a difference. Genesis says that God

made man male and female. For this reason a man shall be

joined to his wife, “and the two shall become one flesh.”

God then commanded them to be fruitful and multiply. The

difference between man and woman make them uniquely

suited to be procreative partners with God. Their differ-

ences serve to relate them to each other to form a self-

giving communion of persons which has the potential to

bring forth new life and form a family.

Marriage is unitive and procreative precisely because only

two different sexes which complement one another physi-

cally and personally can become one flesh and generate

new human life. This quality of marriage is not only writ-

ten in the pages of Sacred Scripture but it is also stamped

on our very bodies as complementary sexes. A homosexual

union cannot fulfill this unique description of marriage

because it lacks the unique character of the union of oppo-

site sexes which is naturally oriented toward generating

new life. No same-sex union can realize the unitive and

procreative potential which the marital union expresses.

 Marriage is not simply a religious issue

It is difficult to enter into a debate when people think that

all you’re trying to do is to impose your religion on them.

We are not doing any such thing. Proposing that mar-

riage is only between a man and a woman is far from

violating people’s freedom of religion. The fact that the

union of opposite sexes and their procreative orientation

is the basis for marriage is very reasonable. Marriage

only being between a man and a woman has been the

norm over time and across cultures. One can under-

stand this even without faith.

At the same time, we should not be silent about the reli-

gious reasons for our position. Scripture and Tradition

as taught by the Magisterium convincingly teach about

the necessity of complementary sexes for marriage to

exist. It is God’s word about what He Himself created.

We should listen to it and tells others about it, explain-

ing that our position is both reasonable and faith-filled.

 It is not about the immorality of homosexual

activity

To say that marriage is by definition between a man

and a woman means that even two men or two women

who are not sexually attracted to each other cannot

marry by definition. Marriage is not between two sis-

ters, an uncle and his nephew, or just two same-sex

friends who want cheaper health insurance.

Certainly homosexual activity is immoral and the

Church invites those with homosexual attractions to

live the life of Christ through a life of chaste love for

others. But the definition of marriage is the real issue.


